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Site Evaluation

Site History

Aquatic Reserve Program

The Cypresz lzland gite includes the tidelands and
bedlands zurrounding Cypresz lzland, Stravwberny
lzland and Cone lzlands. The upland of Cypress
lzland iz a Matural Fesource Conservation Area.
Cyprezs lgland and the surrounding manne areasz
are unigue natural rezources in the San Juan
lzlands. In addition, zeveral prehistonc sitez have
been identified on the izland.

Thiz gite wasz formally wathdrawn frorm leazing by

Commizzioner of Fublic Landz Jennifer Belcher an
Movember 17, 2000 and dedicated in honor of
formmer Cormmizsioner Brian Boyle.

The Waszhington Deparment of Matural Resources
(ODMNFY manages about 2.4 million acres of aguatic
landsz on behalf of the public. DMNE eztablizhed three
typesz of reserves OMAC 332-30-151) to help enzune
ermirontnental protection for public aquatic lands —
Education, Environmental and Scientific Feserves.
Llzing thiz authority the Commizzsioner of Public
Lands wathdresy zix zites from leazing to be
conzidered for Aquatic Bezerve statuz dunng 2000,

During 2002, DME developed an environmental
impact staternent (EIS) for the Agquatic Bezerves

Frogram. The final EIS waz adopted in
September 2002

Natural Resources

Site Management

All zix zites withdravwn from leasing in 2000 will be
evaluated for Aquatic Fezerve status during 2003, Sitez
wiill be evaluated uzing designation critena identified in
the programimatic EIS. Guidance for the uze of theze
deszignation criteria iz currently being developed by DMR.
with the aszistance of an extemal peer review committes.

Evaluation of the sites will be completed by a Technical
Advizory Committee. DMR 12 currently collecting all
available information regarding each of the six reserve
zitez through rezearch and public meetings. The
commmittee will ewaluate thiz infonmation and visit each site
befare rmaking their recommendation to the
Commizsioner of Public Lands.

With relatively little upland developrment, the 1zland
1= hearly prztine wath late succezsional forests
covvering much of the izland. The waters
surrounding the izland are alzo relatively free of
impactz. Bald Eagle nests are common near the
shorelines. Endangered marbled murreletz feed in
the waterz surrounding the 1zland.

The waters zurrounding the 1zland include zeveral
areaz of complex roclky subtidal habitat that are
home bottomtfizh include lingood and rockdfizh. Sea
urching and other invertebratez can be found in
abundance around the izland.

Followang the detemmination by the Commizsioner of
Fublic Landsz regarding Agquatic Rezerve status, DMNE.
weill begin a State Environmental Protection Act (SEFPA)
public processz to develop management planz for each
zite, This process will occur for zites dezignated as
Aquatic Bezerve: az well az thoze thatwill no longer
be part of the Aguatic Reserve Program.

DME expects to worl:with many partners, including
other agencies, tfribes, local govemments and
organizations to develop and implement management
planz for Aguatic Reserves.
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